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coupled with the principle of holy war (al-Jihad *) and the
tradition of efficient military training 2 in Mamluk Egypt,
explain the moral and physical vigour with which the
'counter-crusade' fulfilled the triumph of Islam in Syria and
elsewhere in the Levant.
The re-conquest of Syria, begun in earnest and with effect
by Saladin or even before his time, was completed at the
beginning of our period with the capture of 'Akka and
Tarabulus in 1291. This marked the end of the first stage
in the counter-crusade. The second consisted of the
invasion of the Christian Kingdom of Armenia which be-
came an Egyptian province in I375-3 Both of these stages
have been treated in the foregoing pages. With the fall of
Armenia, the Mamluk dominions were bounded by the
Muslim principalities of the Turks in Asia Minor, over
which they had neither a religious claim nor, probably,
military superiority. The conquering arm of Egypt had
to extend in another direction. To attain more victories
against the Christians, it was necessary for them to equip
a strong fleet for the conveyance of their troops beyond
the sea. Their want of ships arrested their progress for half
a century, although we must remember that during that
1  Much diversity of opinion exists on the problem of fial-Jihad' ranging
from Arnold's view in The Preaching of Islam to Massignon's thesis in his
lecture ed. H. A. R. Gibb in Whither Islam?    I do not propose to take sides
in this rather delicate controversy, and have, instead, made a record of most
of the Qur'an texts where the subject is mentioned.    See al Qur'Sn, Sura II,
texts 185-9,.212, 215; III, 136, 160-5, 194; IV, 76-9, 86, 97; V, 39;
VIII, 40, 66, 75-6; IX, 13-14, 29, 41, 87-9, 112, 124; XVI, in; XXII,
76-7; XXV, 54; XXIX, 5, 69; XLVII, 4-6, 33; XLIX, 15; LVII, 10; LX,
i; LXI, 4, 11-13; LXXIII, 20.    Except for Suras XVI, XXII, XXV,
XXIX, LVII, LXI and LXIII, in which 'al-Jihad' is not particularly
elaborated, the bulk of 'al-Jihad' texts are Medinese, that is, they belong to
the period after the prophet's flight (hijra) to Medina and the failure of
preaching and persuasion among his own tribesmen in Mekka.    For pro-
nouncements on the same subject by the Prophet, see Wensinck's Indexes to
the Traditions under *jahada' and 'jihad'.
2 vide supra, Cap. I, et infra, Bibliography, Section I, Pt. 2 under 'Art of
War'.    See also another list of tracts on war preserved in the Istanbul
libraries, in an article by H. Ritter, Kleine Mitteilungen und Anzeigen: *La
Parure des Cavaliers' und die Literatur iiber die ritterlichen Kunste, in Der
Islamy XVIII (1929), 116-54.
3 vide supra, Cap. II et XL